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healed many wounds of the past, had disappeared in an
inhuman struggle; the old distinctions had come out, deeply
marked as ever; the conflict, if not wholly, had been in the
main a war of race, and above all of religion. ThejdsjonjjQf
the United Irishmen had sunk in a sea of blood; the ideal of
GrattaiTTiad proved impossible; the aspirations of a new era
had been as idle as the French dreams of 1789. The ruling
orders of Ireland had been made revengeful; the classes
beneath them had beheld the prospect of enlarged- liberties
suddenly withdrawn; the lines of demarcation between the
owners and occupiers of the soil, and between Catholic and
Protestant had been greatly widened. This change for the
worse, which put the whole country back, was very marked in
the Irish Parliament; it had become a mere court to register
\vhat the Castle and Clare ordered; the independent party in
it had dwindled almost to nothing; and Grattan and his
followers, indignant at recent events, unable to check the
course of the Government, and saddened at the failure of the
hopes of 1782, had sgpeded from it in anger and despair.
Long before this time they had made a last fruitless effort
in the cause of Catholic emancipation and Parliamentary
Reform.
Before the rebellion had finally collapsed, a French squad-
ron, and a few hundred men, had landed near Killala, on the
coast of Mayo. Napoleon had taken the main fleet of France
to the East, where it perished in the great fight of the Nile;
he had no taste for rebellion, Irish or other; the French
Directory sent only an insignificant force to the shores of
Ireland. Its leader Humbert, however, was a brilliant soldier;
he routed a body of militia, three-fold in numbers, in a combat
known as the " Race of Castlebar "; he gave Cornwallis much
to do before he was compelled to surrender. Another petty
French descent was remarkable only for the capture of Wolfe
Tone; after a sharp engagement; the unfortunate chief of the